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F O R E W O R D
This proceedings contains the papers accepted for presentation at the Seventeenth International Joint Conference on Ar-
tificial Intelligence (IJCAI-01) held in Seattle, Washington, August 4–10, 2001. IJCAI is the premier international fo-
rum for AI research and the papers in these proceedings attest to its high standards.

This year, 796 papers were submitted for review and each paper was reviewed by three reviewers. The 30 members of the
Program Committee recruited over 600 reviewers, whose considerable effort is much appreciated. At the end, 197 pa-
pers were accepted, for an overall acceptance rate of 24 percent.

We continued IJCAI’s tradition of identifying papers for special attention. Reviewers were asked to recommend papers
for distinction and then a subcommittee of the Program Committee decided which of them should be highlighted at the
conference. This year, the paper “Complexity Results for Structure-based Causality,” by Thomas Eiter and Thomas
Lukasiewicz, was chosen for the best paper award. 

This year’s program owes its high quality to many people. First of all, the Program Committee deserves great credit for
its effort and dedication to make IJCAI the high-quality conference that it is. Second, the staff at AAAI—in particular
Carol Hamilton, Rick Skalsky, and Keri Harvey—merit special thanks for the professional support and effort through-
out the entire paper-handling process. This process was, for the first time, all-electronic and we had to deal with a num-
ber of unforeseen problems. Third, Professional Book Center again did a splendid job of turning the set of individual
contributions into a book. 

Hector Levesque, Jim Hoard, the IJCAII trustees and the members of the IJCAI-01 advisory board provided advice at
critical points. I also wish to express my thanks to Tom Dean and Gigina Aiello, the Program and Conference Chairs of
IJCAI-99, for very helpful advice. Mike Wellman and Peter van Beek did a very good job of putting together an attrac-
tive tutorial program and workshop program, respectively. At Albert-Ludwigs-Universität, Roswitha Hilden helped
in the organization in particular of the PC meeting, and Bruno Welsch provided the support for the computing infra-
structure.

Bernhard Nebel 
Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany 
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